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MAIN AIM OF THE RESEARCH: Documenting social-environmental moral impacts
of new developments and defining the spaces of possibilities for protection of
urban memory as tangible and intangible urban heritage by revealing the spaces /
commons of socio-ecological unity.

IMPLICATIONS:

Planning,

Architecture,

Anthropology,

Heritage

Theory,

Environmental Impact Assessment, Ontology
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DEFINITION: Cities are exposing faster developments through migration and
economic policies since 1980's. In these, Lisbon has sparked worldwide in the last
decade. Portugal's membership to EU in 1986 and The Golden Visa regulation which
was launched in 2012 has triggered migration and transnational investment to
Lisbon. As the capital of Portugal and one of the attractive cities for international
tourism, the flux of real estate investments, new habitants, visitors, global trends
and developers are re-defining the urban culture of the city. Regarding the collective
re-use of urban features, Municipality of Lisbon has developed diverse integrative
programs. However, inclusiveness and socio-ecological integration in transforming
spaces remain as a problem in context of resilience of the urban characteristics as
the main element of sense of belonging as well as environmental concerns.
ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM: The over-control by developers and socio-spatial
disintegration due to touristification might result with segregation, alienation in
transforming areas. Upon these relations, an integral environmental assessment
(anthropocentric + eco-centric) is proposed for a historic neighbourhood as a case in
one of the most recently developing areas of the city. While the rapidly transforming
areas are assessed during the first phase, the zones that would specify the case of
this study would be clarified for the second phase of the research. The potential
outcome of the research is a documentation or an impact evaluating model whereby
in later phases that might motivate a new collective space in the pilot area of the
case study in order to examine the public awareness towards the urban identity
as well as specifying the cultural agents and spaces of resilience.
The outcome of the research would provide contextual information for the urban
actors to regenerate initiatives and to initiate or propose ideas for activation of
environmentally and socially inclusive urban and architectural place making
instruments.
The methodological frame is based on the development of a socio-spatial data
mining and graphing model. A ‘place-making’ solutions that may potentially be

	
  

brought up in discussion spaces and concentrated on the memory of urban places and
their surrounding impact areas are thought to be produced in two workshops
that make the project participatory. Within the project, the provided information
will be organized according to implied contexts (ex: accessibility, affordability,
ecological unity …) in order to develop an evaluation model. In search for this
model, a case study becomes a demo that will examine the impacts of
international developments through an explicit case where the spatiality of
social and ecological inclusion/ignorance are relatively visible while the
neighbourhood of BRAÇO DE PRATA represents a dramatically transforming
urban space as a post-industrial (brown field and working class) neighbourhood.
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The workshops would examine the interrelation of actors, such as the municipality,
academy and civil initiatives that might involve the problem areas.
PRE-ASSUMPTIONS: In definition of the problem/potential areas, a minorcosmopolitan approach will be the philosophical pre-assumption to avoid urban
inequality since the examination of the levelling of ecological moral understanding
of urban dwellers in resilience of urban memory might prevail over romanticizing
of some of the values through limited contexts and be re-produced as high
culture.

	
  

International heritage conservation theories, practices and the universal human
right a nd e n vi r o nm en tal r i ghts criterial conditions will be extracted over the
proposed project to re-define the framework throughout the conducting of this
project.

PHASES OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT: Mining and extracting the information
(historical materials, maps, plans, legal frames etc.) that reveal the spatial
developments and spaces in relation to examine the spatiality of transformation in
relation to spaces of memory and public space potentials. Specifying the area and the
frame of the research.

Tracking and mapping of the replacement of urban activities in relation to their sociospatial considerations within the specified area as the case. Specifying the potential
spaces and actors that might re-construct social relations.

Two seminars are designed to be given as open classes at University of Lisbon within a
context of cities in comparison to enable audience to interrogate recent developments
through international environmental issues.
The Seminar that was scheduled to be given at IGOT-IUL as an open lecture aims to
merge eco-centric approaches with anthropo-centric approaches for evaluation of
new urban developments. The participants of the seminar are anticipated to discuss
the significance of developing new methods for environmental impact assessment
regarding the universal norms of protection of cultural and natural commons and
resources of the globe.

	
  

Img. Map of Braço de Prata with the new developments by Eser Yagci

	
  

Workshop 1 as an open forum aims to bring the official and academic actors related to
the context of the case to discuss. Developing and proposing the demo of a new
spatial evaluation model for actor network that include grass root initiatives,
investors, contractors, municipality and academy.

Workshop 2 is structured for master level students to re-evaluate the case
within the contextual framework of the field study. The aim of the workshop
is to develop strategies for integrative land-use plans that re-consider the

	
  

cultural components of the area. Examining the suitability of the proposed ideas
that have been used for processing of socio-spatial information.

‘The Behavioral Pasts and Places: BRAÇO DE PRATA’ WORKSHOP

	
  

This inter-disciplinary inquiry aims to explore and document the collective spatial subconscious of Braço de Prata by analysing the transformation of the organization of
social activities as part of the urban culture in relation to recent urban developments
in Lisbon. Methodologically, the main pre-consideration of the workshop reverses the
recent spatial analysis that extract intangible heritage elements that are embedded in
places with significance. The analysis would focus on revealing of the collective
memory elements as intangible heritage in order to re-identify the spatial
components of the collective past as well as the present. The behavioural past and the
present of the neighbourhood will be documented as diverse medias by being
transposed to the assigned architectonics as tangible heritage. As part of the urban
culture of Lisbon’s Oriental Part, the neighbourhood’s contribution to Lisbon’s urban
characteristics would be documented via the architectonic features and the spatial
organization of the revealed memory spaces. Documentation of the findings would
bring up questions into future discussions regarding the environmental rationalization
of urban transformation in context of reconstructing the citizen participation in
shaping of their environment within human-environment relations.
WORKSHOP OUTCOMES:
The workshop has been structured as a collective process of sharing different
approaches and ideas as enriched by the seminars, excursions and contextual mini
workshops by academic professionals from diverse disciplines in order to assess urban
and environmental equality. The interdisciplinary contribution by scholars and
professionals has opened up discussions in new context as well as providing necessary
theoretical and practical information regarding the subject and the case for analytical
evaluations.

	
  

The analysis on environmental borders, obstacles and junctions as perceived by the
workshop participants have brought up the questions to be interrogated by the rest of
the workshop groups to interact with the dwellers to identify the actual problems and
potentials through their eyes.

	
  

Each working group of the workshop has identified themselves according to implied
contexts of the workshop definition and accordingly interchanged their findings and
ideas to develop the next approach to analyse the case. Apart from the spatial
observations and analysis, the participants have mapped the past, present and future
feelings of the dwellers concerning their environment and produced a documentary
video reflecting the ways and spaces of interaction.

	
  

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS and GROUPWORK DISTRIBUTION:
1. Spatial Analysis Group worked on flux of forms and mobility, relation to urban
fabric: Berfu Guney, Ebru Ulgen Sendil, Berat Kaymaz

	
  

2. Visual Analysis Group worked on existing patterns and details:
Bengu Arslan, Beste Guzel, Nergis Yildirim
3. Social/Cultural Analysis Group worked on borders and voids:
Tim Poggeman, Afrodite Theochare, Juanita Tatiana Erasso Lozano
4. History and Documentation Group collected oral, literary and visual information:
Ezgi Ismar, Elif Akman, Dilan Ozdemir, Bensu Karamustafa, Beyza Nur Bati
FORUM and WORKSHOP CONTRIBUTORS:
Prof.Dr. Fernando Nunes da Silva, Coordinator CITUA-IST
Assoc.Prof.Dr. Kevser Ustundag, MSFAU Istanbul
Assoc.Prof.Dr. Jorge Gonçalves, CITUA-IST
Joana Braga, Curator TOPIAS URBANAS, PhD Candidate. ISCTE-IUL
Arch. Eduardo Campelo, Municipality of Lisbon
Assist.Prof.Dr. Joana Castro e Almeida, CITUA-IST
Luís Filipe Gonçalves Mendes, Instr. PhD CAND. IGOT-IUL
Dr. João Carlos Martins, Post-Doc. ICS-ULisboa, Lisbon ROCK Project E.U.
Dr. Mafalda Corrêa Nunes, ICS-ULisboa, Lisbon ROCK Project E.U.
Dr. Roberto Falanga, Post-Doc.ICS-ULisboa, Lisbon ROCK Project E.U.
Francesca Berardi, Journalist, ICS-ULisboa, Lisbon ROCK Project E.U.
For their support, special thanks to:
Dr. Chiara Pussetti, Post-Doc.ICS-ULisboa, Lisbon ROCK Project E.U.; Dr. Vitor
Barros, Lisbon ROCK Project E.U.; Assist.Prof.Dr. Isabel Loupa Ramos, CITUA-IST;
Branca Gameiro Neves, Municipality of Lisbon; Rita Silva, HABITA
As the final product, a paper or an exhibition that reflect the scientific outcomes of
the study is scheduled to be produced.

	
  

